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When the Japanese Government re

eently offered for sa'e the former Aus

trian stoeamship Siam, a prize of
WAar,
most remarkab

the late

t.‘:o"'.rr_- wis :fllnn—f'j-':'r‘-i one nf ll."

ie romanees of the Unit
ed States army Four
flags have so far flown over this steam-
er, but her eareer is not likely to eon-
elude under the ensign of the Land of
the Chrysanthemom.

Christened on the banks of the Clyde

rL serviee.

trans]

fow gusts, the

t rih st I bu

Fhe vessel rolled i

ised to such a m 1

retaining their feet. Clouds oI spray
dashed over the brnidge and tons of

The stalls
ipperv, and

water broke upon the decks,
Hooded
animals frequently fell.
threw at least fift

there

wnd e si

WASs a4 strugging,

irst dur-

reul

in the early nineties as the British
tramp steamer Hesolve, the
the hands of an
gorporation at Fiume, and was
the Siiam.
to the Pacific Oc¢ean in the second year
of the Fiii insurrection,

was chartered by an American
San Franeisco and entered |

between and

Austrian
renamed
her

passed into
Fate and charterers sent
she

e |
H R ILN

he eoal

trade Napnimo
City.

In the zummer of
Btates War Department assembled at
Jefferson City, Missouri, one of the
finest trains of experienced army mules
gnd horses ever organized for foreign
From Cuba, from the northern
borders of the Dnited States, from
frontier army posts, and, in fact, from
every part of the United States where
the quartermaster’s insignia were in
evidence, these animals were brought to
tha eommon rendezvous in  Missounri,
They were the pick of the army—staid
old mules and horses that had been in
the serviee for vears, and knew almost
as much of military diseipline as the
meén in ‘blue. Their transhipment to
the Presidio at San Franeiseo followed
in July, and then the war department
ecast about for a vessel in which to ship
them to Manila, where General Otis
was even then delayving important army
movements in order that these animals
might accompany the troops to ‘‘the
front.”’

The S8iam had just returned from
Nanaimo with a eargo of conl. She was
a fine, big, ten-knot boat, with Austrian
officers and sailord. The war depart-
ment deecided, although she flew the
flag of the Emperor Joseph, that she
was just the wessel needed. Early in
August, after several weeks of hammer-
ing, sawing, and building of super-
struetures, three hyndred and seventy-
threa horses and mules were sent aboard
and placed in separate stalls for the
long voyage to Manila. The Joading of
the animal eargo was & matter of mueh
concern to the war department, with
the result that almost the pick of the
packers and teamsters of the army—
fifty-six in all—were chosen for the
voyage,

In command of these rough-and-ready
plainsmen was Captain J, P. O'Neil,
25th Infantry, United States Army.
Capiain O'Neil was just the sort of
man to deal with the eowhoys—no army
dandy, but a true blue soldier, and the
men admired and loved him,

Among the horses was the thorough-
bred presented to General *‘‘Joe’’
Wheeler, United States Army, by the
eitizengs of Almbama after his retarn
from the Cuban eampaign. “‘Beauty’’
he was called by the men, and he was
given a place of honor near the nffieera’
eabin, Yet another splendid animal was
the horse bhelonging to Miss Wheeler,
daughter of the General, who was then
an army nurse in the Philippines, |

The offieers and erew were all Aus-
trians, with the exeeption of two en-
gineers, The eommander was Captain
Sennen Raieieh, sailor, gentleman, and
postage-stamp connoissenr. His hobby
was rare stamps, and his ecabin was
filled with enses c¢ontaining valuable
specimens, Every day he went over
hiz c¢ollection, Ilabelling, eclassifving,
and doeketing the new ones which he
had purchased at the last port. The
eollection was valued at about twelve
thousand dollars, and was insured.
Messra, Xigpa and Stenanovich were
Riz two officers. Captain, mates, and
erew all hailed from the section of Aus-
tria nearest Fiume.

Ten days after leaving San Fran-
eisco the Siam reached Honolulu, and
the horses and mules were taken ashore
and sent tn the government ecorrals,
where they recuperated for two days.
During this time Captain O Neil gpent
much time econsidering the arrange-
ment of the stalls, These were arrang
2d along the main deeck and in the first
hold below. Over the exposed portions
of the main deek superstructures had
been raised to protect the animals from
the elemenis. The forward deck was
Toaded with hay and grain for use dar-
ing the voyage, while between decks

“:l_‘-'

1869 the United

FErvice,

was a stock of forage. Over the offi-
eers’ seetion a deck-house was huilt,
snd used as a slecping-place for the
(‘nwlm"'ﬁ.

The Homolulans took great interest
in the horses, and hundreds examined

the stalls, whieh were arranged along
the sides of the steamer, animals
facing inward. Small chains hasped to
the supports an either side led to the
rings of the halters, Cleats were nailed
to the flooring to give the animals a foot
ing during storme. The leisnre time of the
"--\\Im'\'-. was spent

the

in making eanvas
intended to bhe placed be-
neath the bellies of the animals during
had weather, the ends fastened to rings
in the deek above, to assist the ani-
mals in keaping on their feet shonld
the vessel roll awkwardly, The t{rans-
port serviée had mneh to learn, and the
wse of slings was n costly lesson.

For several days the vovage toward
the Philippines was= delightful, Half-
eloudy days and trade winds maintain-
ed an even temperature throunghont the
ship. Officers, erew, cowbovs, the few
PAsSSengers, and the animals were on
the bhest of terms. Captain  O'Neil
eheerfully looked forward to the dav
when the Siam into Ma-
nila Bay and he eonld report the vovage
snecessfully ended and wi'hout the loss
of an animal. Captain ©O'Neil's en-
thusiasm wae eommunieated to the cow-
hovs, and thev resolved to make a repn-

tiglinoe '
sngs,

chould steam

tation for the vovage and land their
snimals safe and sound. Alas for ha-
sran hapea! That vovage was to prove

d most dizastrons in the annals of the
Ameriean transport service,

On the morning of September
eame a change in the direotion of
wind. The officers ea 1 harn-
meter, and the land-lubbers, taking

amatenrist observationz of their own,
saw that it was falling, Then

17th

the

g1t 41
nsMte tne

cime a

vessel later | D

|
firm of |
i
|
|
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|

. e 1 ninsed

I the vo . bravely went among |
the helpless brutes and assisted them '
to their fed For

Sometiimes |
y from their | a

The eowboys, although |

(Republished from the Wide World Magazine) BY A. P. TAYLOR.

SRR aught o ocurrents of wind and
were stretelied across the heavens

orider ines, parallel with the hori
oy To the :.‘n!:-i.‘-ll‘.t."?i none nf the
signs were ominous, but the ship's

sent

orders. quietly among the

A passenger, ;I"E!;g into the chart-

room, from whieh an officer had msade

urried exit, saw a bhook Oon naviga

tion lving there. It was open at a

chapter on typhoons, and there were
i

lersearings where ““China
. oecearred in the text. The passen-

ked at the barometer again,

Sea,’!

ger i

> s | 1 - x -
two davs and mights ' suw that it had fallen, and began to

waited
W SOO0OW,
ted the l

. he sngpested. =Ty
China Sea, ‘‘hurricane’
Atlantie ‘*‘pampero’’ off the|
h American const, ‘‘eyecione’™ on
meh the same thing. |
terrifving storm a vessel gould

—all mean n

e most

encounter held the Siam in its mighty |
ETip. l

Then, almost without warning. a de- |
mowimeal sea and a fearful wind, with |

“* A MASS OF MADDENED, SCREAMING BRUTES."’

B e T

this went om, and few men were able
to sleep. Finally things got so had that
Captain O'Neil sent a written request
to Captain Raieich to ehange the course
of the vessel to any direction that
would give the least motion to the
ship.

T'hose who have never been fo sea
may not know the danger of putting a
vessel about in a sea which is piling
up angrily from every direction. The
order whs sent through the ship that
she was to go about, and everyone clung
to a support during the manoeuvre.
Gradually the vessel answered ber helm;
the roaring wind beat against her hull,
heeling her far over, until the landsmen
¢lung desperately to anything handy to
prevent them sliding inte fhe boiling
sea. At length the manoeuvre was
safely executed, and all hands breathed
a sigh of relief.
before the wind, riding more easily,
though she was going far out of her
course,

When the broke the

sun through

The vessel scudded |

clouds a tropieal:looking island loomed |
up on the horizon, which proved to be!

the island of Saipan, of the Ladrones
group, just to the north of Guam.
Whether it was inhabited those aboard
did not know, for there was not on the
ship a ehart or book bearing upon the
island.
shot up from a grove of trees as the
vessel passed by, followed by a second
and a third. A *‘eouncil of war’'’ was
held, Were the mysterions smoke
signals sent up by shipwrecked szilors
or by natives with questionable inten-
tions? Captain Raieich cut the Gordian

knot with the statement that the Siam

A mysterions colamn of smoke |

was under contract to the United States |

Government at =ix hundred dollars a

day, and as epnsiderable time had al-

ready been lost he conld nat for a mo-
ment think of detaining the vessel
while an investigating committee went

.'l‘*-}:"?".
After that the ship wa= a hes
pital, for two hundred and thirtv-three
- in-

1iis whole

storm

horses and mules were more or less

junred, and every man devoted

time to earing for them. Stragnge to
say, many of the cowbovs and ules
had bes associated for vears in TOY-

ernment work, and

}'nr-- i

they

wWere

id friends, and the men were svm-

there-
pathetic veterinary nurses,
died of their injuries,
That storm was a heartrending set-
baek to the amb ptain O
Neil., However, he made hest of
the experience by preparing for similar

SiX animals

the

episodes. One dav the engines

gave
. for several
while the engineers and firemen

and 1}

amnt,

¢ vessel lav 1

ke Trojans to rapair the dam-

'.; .}.:\. {1;\‘
n near the Pl

was dees
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port with the one

1t 1 i
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wo 1 neve }
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¥ nine
ime "
t hic arometer fi 1 the ternnon
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Wik €0aved most rigusly:

understand. There was an ominous
silenee throughout the vessel, and a
peculiar stagnant feeling impregnated
the air. The growing. sense of menace
affected every living thing aboard; the
plainsmen had long since stopped chaf-
fing and the animals stamped uneasily.

Meanwhile the erew were very busy.
(Canvas sghields were taken in, rigging
wias examined, and the eaptain went
below to the engine-room and consulted
with the engineers,

Evening came on, the sea began to
stir, and the crests of little waves broke
sharply. The Siam was now in sight of
the northernmost portion of Luzon, and
as Cape Enganoc was approached she
was slowed down, but the captain and
officers looked in vain for the light-

{ when we realized, by a glance at the

legions of horrible, never-todbe-forgot-
ten night terrors, appeared to leap up-
on the ship from the darkness,

A s=ickening dread erept into my
heart. In fifteen minutes the whole
fury of the typhoon was upon us, It
was almost miduight of September 30th

eaptain’s face as he rushed into the
c¢hart-room, that a battle for cur lives

was upon us. It was human science
matehed against the wungovernable
fury of the elements. Which would
win?

I made my way to the bridge, eling-
ing now fo a rope, and now down upon
my knees with my arms around a
stanchion. By main foree I held on to]|
the wheel-house, where the captain andi

P devks,

| and set oth

clne e Lit " 4 i = B
screaming ol ¥ i ARLINALs &3
they <Iirove mady T IT 1€

Hoarse shonts came np from the lower

wiiere

deavoring to belj
and then there wi
al was flung |

across the deck, wi

the ship roil L =

swing seemed abo ind
the boiling black abvss Often
my heart seemed to stand still, and 1
waited for the moment wur de-
voted band wos ¢ hurled into erer
nity.

Present half-a-dozen of us descended
tn the stokehold in order to send ashes
up to the deek to be spread under the

| hoots of strugzling animals, Out
r huile .'-.ll.'.Lr.".Th'. after

etful was hoisted until the deeck

was strewn with debris, jut the heat
of the stokehoid and the unusual labor
cauged the amateur vikers to sicHen,

and, exhausted and nau
¢d to the deck again and lay there gasp-
Ing.

With morning the storm greéw worse,
At nine Raicich deter-
mined to heave the -‘hi[l to, but the
plan had to be abandoned, owing to
stress of weather., The steamer was
.l.lr.'hji('”t'-i to lLead l'.l'l"a_'i-:‘\' into the
dizzy conceuntric

Laptain

wind, whieh eddied in
cireles around a larger
My diary contains the following notes

jotted down on the afternoou of Octo-| fram

ber 1st, written mainly in
while 1 lay ill in my bunk:—

“*Good heavens!

I believe 1 shall become
feted and tossed about like a feather,
eareening, rolling, and ;ni!vhm!. the
Siam ready to take

insane, Buf-

seems

seated, we elimb- |

- - THRILLING EXPERIENCE ABOARD ARMY TRANSPORT - -

rtensity
i I on la !
times, add aill the terrors that

ean furnish, add the th

hle death staring vou in the f

nute, with

i':\lﬂ'{r i

the sights gnd

Inferna. and ti

some idea of our
ht the seas swept aeross
onr deeks, The t

wWas
that i b taken.
The hatehes were ordered to be hatten-
thus confining in a death rrap
We knew

suffoeation ta those

measures

Led down,
neariv two hundred males

it meant death bwv

were =t living. hut wi lives
At stake, and to =ave our own

the animals must he saerificed.
““T am pow writing in  the chars-
room, If we sink, T don’'t want to he

canght like a rat down in mv cabin, al-

{ though there will he no chance fur life
{ in any ease if we go down,

““To make sur terror worse *he Aags-
trian  firemen have mutinied, Thev

shorthand | (0 'Neil showed his true nature

Another such day | sternly ordered them
and night as we have been having and! yen did not move.

heard that the eaptain had given up
the ship. They were right, for he tald
us to prepare for the worst. Think of
that have to drown?

knowing we oot 4

|
| Our boats are all smashed and hanging
eircumferenee. |

| in bits at the davits. The firemen tum-
hled ap on the deck looking like ¢

the underworld. Then

"MODS
Caprain
He he-
hard, steellike soldier. He
helow. but the
The ecowhove knew
I instinetively fthat without
tnrn the engines we must surely found-
Two of the cowhovs seized the ring-

came the

steam to

er.

her final | Jeader, and, placing the ends of a lassa

plange, Just now a great wave [ifh_‘li]‘ﬁi;r-lﬂ his wrists and thaumbs, started

the bow until it sesmed the vessel would
stand straight upon her stern; the stern
went down and threw ns up again with
a terrific lift. A wave strikes the bow
and races the full length of the vessel,

tearing everything lose it can rip from !

its fastenings. It is sickening. I am
writing this in the very midst, the cen-
ter, of the worst kind of storm one ean
encounter at sea. The men are shout-
irg and cursing, the animals pawing
and uttering plaintive sounds.

*“*We don’t know where we are, We
know we are headinz north-east to get
awav from ragged reefs whieh lie to
the north of Luzon., We are steaming

to draw the vope over a guy wire,
| threatening to string him up by the
| thumbs. Captain O'Neil had turned
‘ awav when these men took the nprisoner
| in charge. Tmmediatels the frightened
i erew turned and fled down
| hold.
“*Who ean blame the poor
Life is as sweet ta them as to ns
hours later they came uap a
the display of an armv .revolver in
Captain  O'Neil's hand
| to retreat,

““The ehief enginesr an Englishman,
has gone insane. Thirtv-three vears
at sea, and now he has gone to ;aieu’u!

to the stoke-

cansed them

directly in the face of the typhoon and 7ya torror of the long vigils at the

make no progress. The barometer has
fallen twelve points since noon. May
Heaven have mercy on us!

47 a, m., October Znd.—What terri-

ble sights 1 have witnessed during this
awtul time! The storm increased every
hour of the night, the barometer going
down from 82 1o 30, «diselosing the fac
that we were heading direetly toward
the centre of the typhoon, We have
rolied so heavily that the rail goes un-
der at each dip. The men remained
at their posts in the stable division,
striving to  keep the animals from
plunging out of their stalls from sheer

terror. A return lurch, and down go a
seore—a mass of maddeny d, screaming
brotes. From every pa f the ship

whistle-signals are kea:d
help. None can he o
the poor beasts lie piled up on each
other, sliding upon their sides and backs
from one side of the ship to the other,
tearing strips of flesh from their bodies,
eausing them to groan piteously in their
helplessness. The ship is tossed every
way, up and down, side to side. Heavy
seas break across the decks.

“Crash! There goes the ecowhoys’
bunkhouse on the poop deck It i=
flooded, and the men's belyngings are
sweeping intp the sea. The water is
pouring down our cabmms, De-
struction everywhere.

alling  for
d, and there

inf_

Another crash—

A TERRIFIC STOEM BEROEE OVER THE STEAMER.

ouse on the cape. At ten o'cloek the
commander c¢hanged the course of the
vessel from west to north, thereby keep-
img out of the ¢ha ]

would mot

1y withoot

entering the

picking up the

iting roar, the steamer heeled over. the
wind bowled through the riggingz. and
the ster; f the water,
ermitted o tace. shak
ng the to stoun.
gong and v in the
stopped altogether, & again. The
tramping of feet sounded al the
lecks; orders were shouted from the

above the eape, |

directed the course of
p. Their faces were set |
ermination, their eves|
: now at the compass and
hoiling seas, which pitched

his two mates

the stricken shi
with grim e
staring fiercel

then at ti

and rolled us about like a paper h'-x.l
The whee! flow r 1 from side to side.|
{ine 'l ¥ the 1 dge Tose !1?-.11 ',uv“'f‘.’t"'.i:
above me until 1 leaned over almost up
rie 1 i
as sud

yawning
huge wive
came the

sieamer '_:E".' 1

| across the deck

rendin

the 14
sections, [

Warnmngs and

WAV enn

through

-c'[:g‘:. L
thevy are Jdead, il ressr ri¢ nile LD
m =1 n-;' T ¥ - G - -

throttle unnerved him.
a little while ago: he was sitting in
his eabin wailing piteously, his face
blanehed with terror. The little Scoteh
second engineer has been on datv al-
most every hour sinee the night of
the 30th. His whole back was sealded
by steam. Dr. Calkins bound it up in
eatton and oil, and he is working as if
nothing had happened, brave little
fl.'”n“’, =

““6 a, m.,, Tuesday morning. October
drd.—Another chapter in my experience
of Hades. No one it on duty exeept
the ship’s officers, It is a ship of the
dead. T have just taken a leak down
the npper stable division, and the sight
sickened me. The poor hrutes of horses
and mules, mangled and torn, lay in
heaps. the live ones trving to extrieste
themselves from the dead.

“ At last the typhoon has spent itself,
and bv to-morrow morning we shall
probabhly be ahle to get back om our
conrse and make a fresh start for Ma-
nila. Nearly all the horses and abount
two hundred mules are wounded as far
A% we ean ascertain the hatches
will he taken aff, can learn
the horrible truth.

““Detober 4th,.—All morning long the
dead animals have been hoisted ont and
thrown averboard. How horrible it all
is! The men working in the lower
holds are overpowered and compelled to

T passed him

G“Iiifi
and we

eome up on deck every few minutes,
Wa have three steam-winehes golng.
We found only one live mule in the
lower hald. Captain O'Neil has heen
| shooting most of the live a =, for
they are beyvond hope in their terrible

eondition,

“aptain Baicich told me to

for four hours Vo=t 1 : 4
hnow whether the shipp  would i
thirough. The Siam got into the trough
i | He sa1d he
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